





Smith's company, the Massachusetts-based Cellect
Technologies, makes a foam, Opfiex, that repels
water but absorbs oil. Previously used in the
medical, construction and other fields, Smith
brought it to the Gulf and "spent days living with
fishenmen® trying to get his foam into the water.

All sorbent-boom manufacturers claim that their
products repel waler. Bul sooner or later, they don't,
Kinnaird says. BP's tests found that Opflex went
weeks without absorbing water. When olled, it could
be wrung out and reused. It's also biodegradable,
Kinnaird says. Traditional absorbent boomn often
ends up in landills as hazardous waste,

*This was completely different from anything I'd
seen,” Kinnaird says. Through the spill, BP bought 2
million square feet of Opflex, which can be in pads,
pompoms and sausage-like boom. Overall, more
than 11 million feet of boom was deployed in the
spill.

The best ideas

Most often, the best new ldeas ldentiflied by BP came
from entrepreneurs like Smith — not conglomerates.
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¢ Out of 43,000 “ideas”, only one
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effectively using 50 million square feet of AquaFlex
products to purify the water by removing the oil in the
Gulf of Mexico



A WORD FROM BP



Inventor Scott Smith in Gulf to
Deploy AquaFlex Technology

Trained Workers repeatedly asked for
AquaFlex Technology because it was

effective and “proven” to remove oil
in the water and protect salt marshes




AquaFlex Pad







































